The Truth About The Proposed
Public Safety Training Center
The long-term lease for City of Atlanta’s proposed Public
Safety Training Center for Atlanta Police and Fire departments comes to a City Council vote on Aug. 11. These FAQs
clarify issues and concerns.
1 Where will the Institute be located?
The city has identified 150 acres of a 380-acre parcel of
land it has owned for 100 years in unincorporated DeKalb
County. The parcel is the original site of the Police and Fire
departments’ training centers and has been in continual use
for outdoor tactical training for Atlanta’s public safety agencies for more than 50 years. It is located outside City limits
in an area zoned for industrial use. The parcel’s border is 500
yards from the closest residential housing.
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that will meet modern Atlanta’s complex public safety
training needs for the next 40 years.
Atlanta Fire Rescue abandoned its decrepit training facility last year and now trains in borrowed facilities in
Douglas County. APD moves from its obsolete and decaying training center to leased space at Metropolitan State
College — a temporary, two-year lease. The leading city in
the South, home to the region’s largest police and fire
departments, has no permanent training facility for its
law enforcement agencies.
Our citizens rightfully demand policing excellence. The
City’s obligation is to ensure that we provide the resources
and training that enable our law enforcement officers to
adhere to the high professional standards we expect.
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Reversing the trajectory of public safety is dependent on APD’s reinvigorated commitment to inculcate officers’ respect
agencies to their full complement of authofor the civil and human rights of the citizens they protect.
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The Atlanta Police Foundation is a non-profit organization supported by the private sector, the philanthropic community and individuals
whose goal is to make Atlanta the safest large city in the nation.

